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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
The Lead Team heard your desire to be equipped to face the challenges of being God's Church in the
21st century. To that end, we plan to have every Presbytery meeting in 2016 focus on either a concern
of or an opportunity for our congregations.
We begin with our February meeting: David Loleng from the Office of Evangelism of the PCUSA will
present "Engage," a program of evangelism and engagement that equips congregations to become
relevant again in our communities. We invite you to review the program at
http://www.pcusa.org/engage/welcome/.
Therefore, we ask that you bring as many as you can to this meeting. "Engage" is not a program for a
teaching elder and a ruling elder; it is a program that begins with training a session, who in turn train key
leaders, who together train a congregation to name the way God is at work in our lives, claim the gift
that God's work in our lives is, and share that in our community in a way that connects.
It's a new day in Lehigh Presbytery! Let's live into it!
In Christ,

Pastor Dave

Stated Meeting of Lehigh Presbytery Called for
Tuesday, February 23, 2016
The February Stated Meeting of Lehigh Presbytery is called for Tuesday, February 23, 2016 at 1:00
p.m. at the Presbyterian Church of East Stroudsburg, 55 Smith Street, East Stroudsburg, PA. No
meal will be served at this meeting.

Commissioners and visitors must register by Tuesday, February 16, 2016 by phone or email to the
Presbytery office (610-391-9020, office@lehighpresbytery.org). Requests for childcare should also
be made by February 16th.
Commissioners are asked to bring a can of food for the local food bank. A collection basked will be
at the registration table.
Commissioners can access the meeting documents on the Presbytery website.

Please note we will have a special speaker at this meeting. David Loleng from the Office of
Evangelism of the PCUSA) will present “Engage”, a program to help equip congregations to become
relevant again in our communities.

Korean Church of the Lehigh Valley installs a new Pastor
Welcome Rev. John Lee!
More than four hundred people attended the installation of the
Reverend John Lee as Pastor of the Korean Church of the Lehigh
Valley in Whitehall, PA, on November 15, 2015.
Notable guest speakers included the Reverends Jonathan Song,
Heeyoi Park, Hyun Soo Bae, and Young Choon Chang—all pastors
of leading congregations on the East Coast. The Reverend Song,
Senior Pastor of the Church of Philippi, Hanover, MD, preached
the sermon.
The Choir of the Church of Philippi traveled from the Washington, DC area to perform two lively
contemporary choruses. Traditional choral numbers were sung by the Choir of the Korean Church of the
Lehigh Valley. Four of KCLV’s ruling elders, Kyung Chun, Charles Yun, Kwangyun Byun, Kijo Lee, led the
worship service, which concluded with Reverend John Lee’s benediction.

The Administrative Commission appointed for this occasion by Lehigh Presbytery was led by the
Presbytery's Moderator, the Reverend David Duquette, Pennside Presbyterian Church of Reading, who
asked Reverend Lee the Presbyterian Church (USA) installation questions. These questions, and
Reverend Lee's responses, were followed by the traditional laying on of hands, in which all teaching and
ruling elders in attendance were invited to participate.
The Lehigh Presbytery’s Commission for the Reverend Lee’s installation included Ruling Elder Marsha
Heimann, Stated Clerk of the Presbytery, Ruling Elder Suk Won Lee of the Korean Church of the Lehigh
Valley, and the Reverends Carol Brown and Matilda Chase, honorably retired.
The service was followed by a sumptuous banquet, to which all worshipers were invited.

Lenten Wednesday Soup and Study
The Community Presbyterian Church of Mt. Bethel and Portland will be offering
a luncheon and study on each of the Wednesdays of Lent starting with
February 17, 2016 from 12-1:30 p.m.
The meal will be simple with soup, bread, side dish and dessert. After gathering
at 12, we will start eating by 12:10 and the study will begin around 12:30 p.m.
Child care will be provided if there is a need.
The lunch/study has no charge unless you wish to purchase the book; however, it would be helpful to
know about how many people to expect. Walk-ins are most welcome and you are encouraged to invite
a friend.
The study will be using Foster’s book, A Celebration of Discipline and will be led by Rev. John Heinsohn.
All are welcome. For more information call 609-462-1639
The church is located at 1755 S. Delaware Drive, Route 611, Mt Bethel, PA.

A Congregation with the Heart of God
The congregation of the United Presbyterian Church of Pottsville recognizes that
it is blessed with a large space and like many other congregations; they are
looking forward to the day when the pews will once again be filled. In the
meantime, they continue to set their hands and hearts about the work of God.
Their drive stems from the teachings as found in Micah 6:8, "what does
the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?"
They have taken this passage to heart and discerned that for today, it is a call to
relationships. Relationships that are among and between those already
inside the church walls, but also and equally important, this is a call to foster and develop relationships
with those located outside of the walls of the church. Rising to this challenge, they are not content to
leave this missional thought as merely a thought, or simply as words scribed to paper, but in fact to take
action.
The leadership team, the Session, has most recently voted in favor of opening the doors of the church as
an emergency shelter for the homeless. They are partnering with My Father's House, a mission of
Servants for All located on Centre Street, Pottsville.
This is merely one more step in their journey to build relationships of care and value. This ministry builds
upon some already tremendous mission work there; from hosting the home site for the Schuylkill Choral
Society, a meeting site for the Local Housing Options Team, AA meetings- 3x times a week, as well
as operating a weekly food pantry, cooking and serving monthly meals for the local soup kitchen, to now
becoming host of an emergency housing shelter. Additional discussions and discernment are
ongoing for reaching out to build friendships and mentorships among teenage and young moms
by partnering with a program called Mothers of Preschoolers.
What tremendous glories of God are happening through the members of the Pottsville church.

New Camp Director at Camp Kirkwood
The Kirkwood-Brainerd Transition Team is pleased to announce the hiring of
Tommy Campbell for the position of Camp Director for Camp Kirkwood, a
joint ministry of the Philadelphia and Lehigh presbyteries, effective January
1, 2016.
You can meet Tommy at the February 23, 2016 Lehigh Presbytery Meeting.
Come early and chat with him at registration. It is going to be an exciting
camping season and he will be there to share his enthusiasm for this year.

Tommy’s background is well suited to the responsibilities of Camp Director at Kirkwood. He has a
B.A. in Religion/Music (voice) from the University of Mary Washington and has been around
Christian camping for much of his life. After growing up as a camper, he was a summer staff and
retreat assistant at Massanetta Springs (Synod of the Mid-Atlantic, PCUSA) and worked at
Meadowkirk (National Capital Presbytery, PCUSA), carrying out supervision of various camp
activities, including that of Camp Director. His experience at Meadowkirk also included working
with inner city children from Washington, D.C. He gained valuable management, communication
and business experience as a Marriot restaurant manager. Most recently he was employed by Camp
Hanover (Presbytery of the James, PCUSA). A former employer noted, “I think Tommy’s biggest
strength is his passion and enthusiasm for summer camp ministry.” The Search Committee
recognized that passion and is excited about possibilities that will exist with Tommy Campbell as
director.

The Search Committee executed a national search for this position and after looking at more than
30 candidates, unanimously voted to extend the offer for Camp Director to Tommy. Gershon
Gordon, the former Acting Camp Director, was invited to apply for the position but declined. We are
grateful to Gershon for his good stewardship of the camp and our youth, and we look forward to a
new season of Christian camping with Tommy Campbell.

It is time for you to consider sending youth to the
Presbyterian Youth Triennium held at Purdue
University in West Lafayette, Indiana from July 19-23, 2016.
Triennium’s program includes daily worship services and theme presentation in a theater-style
auditorium. Each participant will be assigned to a discussion group that will meet each day of the
event. There will be a variety of special events including recreation, movies, concerts, prayer
services and yes, even some quiet time.

Lehigh Presbytery has been given a quota of 15 youth delegates to participate in the Triennium.
We are also in need of Adult Participants to attend the Triennium with the youth. Ideally, we are
looking for one female and one male Adult Advisor for our delegation.

You will find an information sheet on Triennium along with a preliminary application for youth or
adult advisors on the Lehigh Presbytery website at
http://lehighpresbytery.org/news-events/other-news/presbyterian-youth-triennium/.

The deadline for the youth applications is March 4, 2016. The deadline for the Adult
application is February, 26, 2016. If you have any questions about Presbyterian Youth
Triennium, our delegation from Lehigh Presbytery, or signing up to participate, you can contact Jen
Henshue at 610-737-5881 or at jen@henshue.org with your questions.

POINT PLEASANT BEACH - HELPING HANDS TRIP OCTOBER 2015
On October 4-9, 2015 a team of 19
Helping Hands volunteers visited the
Jersey Shore to continue rebuilding
efforts from the damage of Hurricane
Sandy. This week it will be three years
since the storm hit and many have not
returned to their homes. We felt much
of their frustration talking to
homeowners and relief organizations.
On the eve of our trip, anxiety was really
up as Hurricane Joaquin was potentially
headed towards the east coast and
many rushed to prepare with sandbags,
boarding up of shops, etc. Thankfully,
damage was minimal and we only saw minor beach erosion and some coastal flooding.
Our teams supported “A Future of Hope”, a Methodist relief organization. We assisted moving materials
from their north location in Highlands New Jersey to the Atlantic City area, where most remaining
rebuilding is required. Another team painted the entire interior of a home in Keansburg, NJ in just two
days. This home is almost ready for them to move in after being elevated and completely rebuilt.
A team was dispatched to Tuckerton, NJ to spread 20 tons of
crushed stone under a rebuilt elevated home also close to
completion. With only two wheel barrows and mostly senior citizen
workers, this was completed in one day.
Another team visited two homes in Atlantic City to paint the
outside of a twin rebuilt home and to move furniture and help an
elderly homeowner hang her precious Last Supper painting over her
newly refurbished dining room. Eldora was a sweet lady in her 70’s
with 26 grandchildren. She lives only three blocks from the boardwalk and high rise casinos…..quite a
contrast from the humble row homes that Eldora and others live in.
Several of our team members worked on Brenda’s home only about a mile from the Point Pleasant
Presbyterian church where we were housed. Brenda is a single parent of a 10 year old boy who lost her
business, a small printing and fax service as well as the damage to her home from flooding. Although
she had some flood insurance, it was far from adequate for the cost of elevating her home and
rebuilding the flood damage. Brenda and her son are living in the garage until the house is completed.
We assisted Brenda with some framing inspection preparation, insulation and began installing new
drywall on her ceilings. Brenda’s home has received much attention from volunteers of Lend-A-Hand,
the volunteer team from Carlisle Presbytery.
During our week in New Jersey we experienced frustration with the distance required between work
sites and hoping for higher skilled work that we are used to. On the positive side, our team had a
wonderful stay at the Point Pleasant Presbyterian Church with some of the nicest weather of any trip to
date. We were able to see a large portion of the Jersey Shore and visited Sandy Hook and many shore
towns. We had a wonderful mix of seasoned and new volunteers that created some great friendships
that will last for years. Thanks to all who support our efforts!

Thank You!
Dear Members of Lehigh Presbytery,

We never know how deeply an act of kindness can touch a heart. Just wanted to let you know how very
much your thoughtfulness was appreciated.
May God continue to guide the ministry of Helping Hands as we continue to do His work. We will use
the Lowe’s gift card wisely to help those in need.

Sincerely,
Helping Hands of Lehigh Presbytery

Helpings Hands Seeking Volunteers
The Helping Hands Care Team is seeking volunteers for their next
mission work trip to Georgetown, South Carolina. This area experienced
extensive flood damage and are in need of help to not only rebuild their
homes but their lives.

A family evacuates their home
from flooding in South
Carolina — Jason Lee/The
Sun News via AP

The mission work trip is planned for April 3-9, 2016 and travel will be in
rented passenger vans. The cost is $150.00 per person and that includes
travel and meals while on the worksite. It does not cover meals in route to
South Carolina or incidental personal expenses. You will be housed at the
Georgetown Presbyterian Church in Georgetown, SC. You are asked to
bring sleeping bags and air mattresses to sleep on.

An information flyer and registration forms can be found on the Lehigh Presbytery website at
http://lehighpresbytery.org/our-faith-community/care-teams/helping-hands/
or by calling (610-391-9020) or emailing (office@lehighpresbytery.org) the Presbytery office.
Registration deadline is March 18, 2016.

Presbyterian Church of East Stroudsburg, PA
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did
it to me.” -- Matthew 25:40

Helping Those In Need Through Community Partnerships
The Mission Statement of East Stroudsburg Presbyterian Church challenges
our members to serve humbly as the voice and hands of God in our
community. Serving individuals and families who are struggling with
homelessness, financial hardship, or addictive behavior has become a
priority of our congregation. The church, located in the heart of East
Stroudsburg, is well-situated to help those in need by partnering with local
organizations.
For four weeks each year our church hosts Family Promise. Last year our
members gave a total of 870 volunteer hours providing a safe place and
good food for homeless families while parents learned new skills, furthered
their education, and searched for work.
Each November school nurses at two East Stroudsburg elementary schools provide the Mission Committee
with “wish lists” for children in four or five families who are struggling financially. Last year members
donated nearly fifty wrapped gifts (including bicycles) to give ten children in four families a “Brighter
Christmas.”
Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous, Al Anon, and Overeaters Anonymous meet daily or weekly for
a total of twelve meetings each week in our church. People seeking help with addictions find our church to
be a safe, non-judgmental place to receive support from those organizations on a continuing basis.
Join us in prayer for:
• those who struggle every day due to financial hardship and/or addiction.
• East Stroudsburg Presbyterian Church that we may sustain our outreach to the community.

Presbyterian Resource Guide for Ministry
A comprehensive reference handbook for congregations
At last, here’s an easy-to-read, in-depth guidebook that puts loads of vital
ministry information at your fingertips. The Resource Guide covers
dozens of subjects, including disaster response, fundraising and
stewardship, the ins and outs of building a website and using social
media, children’s/youth/collegiate/young adult ministry, church planting,
grant and scholarship sources, evangelism, worship… and much more.
Packed with practical and useful tips, stories, articles, and contacts, this
comprehensive, one-stop reference is an essential asset for
congregations, presbyteries, and individual Presbyterians looking for
creative ways to improve their ministry.

For more information or to order visit:
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/resource-guide/

The new face of church in the 21st century
Article from the Presbyterians Today http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/0116-gofigure/

Go Figure - - - New worshiping communities start with mission
by Angie Andriot and Deborah Coe

Recent interviews have revealed that
worshiping communities tend to begin with a
mission emphasis rather than a worship
emphasis. In fact, they tend to see mission and
evangelism as forms of worship. They strive to
instill the Holy Spirit in as many hearts as
possible by (1) offering time and energy in
service to improving God’s kingdom on Earth,
(2) communing in fellowship with those who
have not yet been brought to grace, and (3)
showing appreciation for all God has provided.
They honor God, they said, by being God’s
“hands and feet.” And, through modeling this
behavior publicly and around non-Christians,
they hope to bring more people to God. The
idea is to “show the gospel” before “telling
about it.”
This means that not only are new worshiping
communities energizing their sponsoring
congregations, they are also reaching people
who were previously unengaged with church.
To read the whole article visit:
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/t
oday/0116-gofigure/
Angie Andriot and Deborah Coe are staff members of Research Services for the Presbyterian
Mission Agency.

Thank you . . . to you and your congregation for ministering to Christ as you

make a positive difference for hungry and hurting people through your One Great Hour of
Sharing (OGHS) offering.

“Whenever you did one of these things to someone overlooked or ignored,
that was me – you did it to me.” (Matthew 25:40, The Message)
With our OGHS offerings, Self-Development of People (SDOP) and Presbyterian Hunger
Program (PHP) are able to help groups establish community gardens in food deserts like
downtown Detroit and New Orleans, as well as provide support for many other projects to
alleviate poverty, oppression, and hunger.
With our OGHS offerings, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is able to support our
Lehigh Presbytery Helping Hands team, Project Homecoming in New Orleans, and other
groups in bringing hope and healing to disaster-torn communities from the shores of NJ, SC,
and the Gulf Coast to the West Coast and throughout our nation and world.
May God continue to bless and guide you and your ministry.
Grace and peace,

Dianne

Rev. Dianne Kareha
PC(USA) Special Offerings Leader Support Ambassador

2016 Standard Mileage Rates for Business, Medical and Moving
Announced
IR-2015-137, Dec.17, 2015
WASHINGTON — The Internal Revenue Service today issued the 2016 optional standard mileage rates
used to calculate the deductible costs of operating an automobile for business, charitable, medical or
moving purposes.
Beginning on Jan. 1, 2016, the standard mileage rates for the use of a car (also vans, pickups or panel
trucks) will be:
• 54 cents per mile for business miles driven, down from 57.5 cents for 2015
• 19 cents per mile driven for medical or moving purposes, down from 23 cents for 2015
• 14 cents per mile driven in service of charitable organizations
The business mileage rate decreased 3.5 cents per mile and the medical and moving expense rates
decrease 4 cents per mile from the 2015 rates. The charitable rate is based on statute.
The standard mileage rate for business is based on an annual study of the fixed and variable costs of
operating an automobile. The rate for medical and moving purposes is based on the variable costs.

PRESENTATIONS AT LUTHER CREST
The public is cordially invited to attend the following free presentations at 2:30 p.m. in Crest Hall of Luther
Crest, 800 Hausman Road, Allentown, PA 18104:
A panel discussion and responses with Rev. Dr. Manfred Bahmann, Dr. William Jennings, and
Rev. Dianne Kareha on "Why Do Bad Things Happen to Good People?": on Tuesday, March 15,
2016 at 2:30 p.m.
Viewing and discussion of “Locked in a Box," an award-winning short documentary that follows
the stories of individuals held in the U.S. Immigration detention system and those who visit them:
Tuesday, March 22, 2016 at 2:30 p.m.
Revs. John and Dianne Kareha Deisinger on "South America and Antarctica": Tuesday, March
29, 2016 at 2:30 p.m.
For more information, please contact Rev. Dianne Kareha, Diakon Chaplain for Luther Crest (610-3918210).

"Journey through Grief" at Luther Crest
Luther Crest (800 Hausman Road, Allentown) will host a "Journey through Grief"
group on Mondays, April 4-May 9, 2016, from 10:30 a.m.-noon.
For more information or registration, please contact Lutheran Congregational
Services, 610-770-9205. This 6-week series is open to all; and there is no fee, thanks to the generous
sponsorship of J.S. Burkholder Funeral Home, Inc.

Ministry with Our Elders (Senior Adults)
For Clergy, Parish Nurses, Secretaries of Congregations, Pastoral Care
Visitors, and Other Caregivers
Luther Crest (800 Hausman Road, Allentown) will host a Moravian Theological Seminary course on
Mondays, April 4-May 9, 2016 from 1:30-4:30 p.m. This six-week course is designed for clergy and laity
who want to become more effective in ministry with the senior adults with whom they serve.
Participants will have an opportunity to improve their skills of communication with older adults, as well
as gain an understanding of the life issues that confront them. The course will cover the following
topics: grief, dynamics and issues of dementia and aging, caring for the caregiver, life review, spirituality
and faith, visitation and communication skills, effects of aging on family systems, and community
resources.
Cost for this 1.8 CEU course is $60 (payable to Moravian Theological Seminary, 1220 Main Street,
Bethlehem, PA 18018-6650); early bird registration is $50 (by March 28, 2016). For more information,
please contact Luther Crest’s Chaplain Dianne Kareha (610-391-8210) or go to
http://www.moravianseminary.edu/continuing-ed

Luther Crest to Host Model Passover Seder Dinner
Would you like to experience the beautiful traditions and the distinctive foods
of a Passover Seder? (As you may know, Passover is a Jewish commemoration
of deliverance from bondage. According to the gospels, the “Last Supper” that
Jesus shared with his disciples occurred around the time of the celebration of
Passover.)
On Tuesday, April 19, 2016 from 3:30 – 5:30 p.m. in Crest Hall of Luther Crest,
800 Hausman Road, Allentown, Katyah Gohr will lead a model Seder service, which will include a full,
buffet-style meal. Cost is $11.00.
For reservations or questions, please contact Rev. Dianne Kareha, Diakon Chaplain for Luther Crest
(610-391-8210) by Tuesday, April 12, 2016.

Speakers Available
Luther Crest has a variety of speakers available to speak to congregations, adult Sunday School classes,
organizations such as women’s and men’s groups, Bible studies, seniors groups, and youth groups.
Topics include: Alzheimer's Disease/Dementia, Depression, Elder Care, Caring for the Caregiver, Senior
Housing Options, Continuum of Care, Living with Loss/Grief Support, Communicating during Times of
Conflict, Prayer, Scripture Studies. For more information or to schedule a speaker, please contact Rev.
Dianne Kareha, Diakon Chaplain for Luther Crest (610-391-8210).

Session or Other Group Retreat or Meeting at Luther Crest
We invite your congregation's Session or other group to hold a retreat or one of its meetings at Luther
Crest. To learn more or to schedule a retreat or meeting at Luther Crest (with meals optional), please
contact Rev. Dianne Kareha, Diakon Chaplain for Luther Crest (610-391-8210).

2016 LEHIGH PRESBYTERY STATED MEETINGS
•
•
•
•
•

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. – no meal served – Presbyterian Church of East
Stroudsburg, 55 Smith Street, East Stroudsburg, PA
Tuesday, April 26, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. – dinner will be served at $8.00 per person (must RSVP) –
First Presbyterian Church, 3231 W. Tilghman Street, Allentown, PA.
Tuesday, June 28, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. – dinner will be served at $8.00 per person (must RSVP) –
Pennside Presbyterian Church, 253 N. 25th Street, Reading, PA.
Tuesday, September 27, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. – dinner will be served at $8.00 per person (must
RSVP) – College Hill Presbyterian Church, 501 Brodhead Street, Easton, PA.
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. – no meal served – Community Presbyterian Church,
1755 S. Delaware Drive, Mt. Bethel, PA

UPCOMING MEETINGS
•
•

Monday, February 15, 2016 at 9:15 a.m. – Helping Hands Care Team meeting in the Conference
Room of Lehigh Presbytery, 710 N. Cedar Crest Blvd., Allentown, PA.
Tuesday, February 16, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. – Committee on Ministry in Room #118 of the First
Presbyterian Church, 3231 W. Tilghman Street, Allentown, PA.

•

•
•

Monday, February 22, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. – Committee on Shared Gifts in the Conference Room
of Lehigh Presbytery, 710 N. Cedar Crest Blvd., Allentown, PA.
Tuesday, February 23, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. – Stated Meeting of Lehigh Presbytery in the
Sanctuary of the Presbyterian Church of East Stroudsburg, 55 Smith Street, East Stroudsburg,
PA.
Tuesday, March 1, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. – Committee on Preparation for Ministry in the
Conference Room of Lehigh Presbytery, 710 N. Cedar Crest Blvd., Allentown, PA

