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“Freely you have received, freely give.”
God reveals deep meaning in every event, the Spirit a
lens by which we can understand so much more of
life. We simply need to have eyes of the faith to see
— which admittedly, is not that simple.
At the last Presbytery meeting, and then a few weeks
later, events happened that have happened many
times in the past, and will happen again many times
in the future. In particular I am referring to the
Presbytery’s approval of Sue Bennetch for
ordination, and the laying on of hands that
subsequently took place. But as much as I celebrate
with Sue, this isn’t just about Sue. It is about Beth,
Sameh, and Dave, and about Adam and John among
others, whom you can read about in this newsletter.
It is about a lot of people who are not in this
newsletter. It is about you.
A lot of us celebrated with Sue because she’s been
in the Presbytery for a long time, and because
we’ve walked alongside her as she sought to fulfill
her calling to become a Minister of Word and
Sacrament. So to be there for the examination and
the vote, to be there for questions asked and vows
taken, is to see how seeds God has planted took root
and are bearing fruit. It is special because the process
of becoming a teaching elder is a public one, and we
were in the audience as she walked that path. We
celebrate with Beth just as much and thank God for
the fruit being borne through her; the only difference
is that we didn’t get to watch her life lived out before
our eyes. We celebrate with Sameh and Dave just as
much, even if the fruit God bears through them is

often out of our sight. That they are doing what God
called them to do is reason enough to give thanks.
And in the same way, if we have eyes of faith, we
will also celebrate with John and Adam, with other
people in other churches who aren’t in the public eye
of leading worship, we will celebrate with you as God
works wonders through you, and as you allow God to
use you as an instrument of God’s peace.
Will you let God use you to build up others, as you
yourself have been built up? In the midst of life’s
busy-ness, can you stop and be a sounding board, so
someone else can hear their own dreams and visions?
Can yours be a patient heart, to help another hear the
plans that God has for them, plans for good and not
for harm, for a future with hope?
Of all God’s creation, you may play the most important role in someone’s life, to be the one person who
helps them discover God’s call in their lives. Think of
the person you are, think of the ways in which you
have been able to contribute to God’s Kingdom and
to the lives of others. Remember the many words of
encouragement and praying hearts that helped you to
get to this place in your life.

Upcoming Presbytery
Meetings


JUNE 25, 2013 AT 4
PM—CAMP BRAINERD





SEPTEMBER 24, 2013
AT 4 PM—FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF HAZLETON
NOVEMBER 26, 2013
1 PM—COLLEGE
HILL PRESBYTERIAN
AT

CHURCH OF EASTON

Give, as you have received.
God is all in all,
Steve Shussett
Teaching Presbyter and Stated Clerk

Inside this issue:
PRESBYTERY HIGHLIGHTS

2

ORDINATION OF SUSAN
BENNETCH

3

REV. SHELTON WALTERS
REMEMBERED

4

LEHIGH PRESBYTERY
MISSION

4-5

BOUNDARY TRAINING

6

FIGHT AGAINST HOMELESSNESS

6

MISSION YEARBOOK

7

Heidelberg Catechism explored
On March 26, 2013, the Rev. Dr. Brett Hendrickson,
Assistant Professor of Religion at Lafayette College
and member of Lehigh Presbytery, was featured in a
live broadcast on the Heidelberg Catechism. Entitled
“A Small Beginning: Living Life in Gratitude to God
and the new translation of the Heidelberg Catechism,”
this presentation was organized in anticipation of
the Presbytery’s vote on amendments to that
confessional document at the April 23, 2013
presbytery meeting.
Thanks to the technology and expertise provided by
the Synod of the Trinity, there were viewers tuned in
from throughout the Synod’s bounds, which stretch
from West Virginia and the Upper Ohio Valley

through the whole of Pennsylvania. There was even a
member of Newark Presbytery in the live audience!
This cross-boundary energy only added to what was
a fine presentation by Brett in its own right. He
covered three core topics: The role of the Book of
Confessions in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.); an
exploration of the Heidelberg Catechism; and the
nature of the translation and translation issues in the
Heidelberg Catechism specifically.
Brett’s presentation can be found at
http://syntrinity.org/uploads/files/Resources/
Lehigh%20Presbytery%20Heidelberg%
20Catechism%2C%20March%2026%2C2013(1).mp4
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Presbytery Meeting Highlights—April 23, 2013
The April 23rd meeting of Lehigh Presbytery was held at
the First Presbyterian Church of Allentown, where the
assembled participated in a day full of worship, fellowship, and exploring (and contributing to) what God is
doing in the world. As has become our practice, commissioners and guests gathered beforehand for a time of
prayer for God’s church, the world, and for ourselves.
This time our prayer was accompanied by the church’s
Director of Music, John Richardson. At the same time
others met in the Presbytery Office to watch a recording
of Teaching Elder Brett Hendrickson’s presentation on
the Heidelberg Catechism, now shared with the entire
Synod of the Trinity, in preparation for the vote on that
faith statement later in the day.
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The Presbytery then turned to the one remaining overture from the General Assembly, regarding a proposed
amendment to the Book of Confessions, specifically the
Heidelberg Catechism. The Presbytery voted 59 to 13 in
favor of the amendment. Other significant business of
the day included amendment to the Presbytery’s Dismissal Policy, paving the way for completion of the
agreements with the Milford and Middle Smithfield
churches.
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______________________
Lehigh Presbytery
710 N. Cedar Crest Blvd.
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www.lehighpresbytery.org

Welcome and celebration were the order of the day.
Commissioners welcomed Teaching Elder Sameh
Bahkeet, a recent transfer into the Presbytery from the
Presbytery of the Assuit of the Evangelical Presbyterian
Church of Egypt; he is serving as a chaplain in the Reading area. Also welcomed was Teaching Elder David Watson, member of San Joaquin Presbytery, who is serving
as Interim Pastor at First Presbyterian Church, Reading.
Later in the day the Presbytery voted on two persons
who will be joining us as teaching elders: Sue Bennetch,
formerly a member of the First Presbyterian Church of
Bethlehem and now a chaplain, and Beth Case, formerly
under care of Beaver-Butler Presbytery, who is now a
temporary supply Associate Pastor for Congregational
Care at the Bethlehem church.

Worship at Presbytery with the
10:10 Band

Those assembled then worshipped God in the style of
the Allentown church’s “10:10” contemporary service,
with Teaching Elder Tony Sundermeier preaching the
sermon and music from John Richardson and Adam
Tavolaro, Director of Alternative Worship, and the
church’s “10:10 Band” and Gospel Choir.
The service also included the commissioning of Teaching Presbyter and Stated Clerk Steve Shussett under the
auspices of the C Change initiative, as he leads a new
ministry called “The Cave.” This is a weekly service,
based on sacred reading, silence, and quiet contemplation. It will be offered weekly on Thursday evenings at
7 p.m at the Faith Presbyterian Church in Emmaus.

Visiting from Colorado, Honorably
Retired member, Rev. Wendell
Harford and his wife Nora.

Finally, those gathered continued in the conversations
known as “Life Together in Lehigh Presbytery.” Five
breakout groups met to discuss the learnings from the
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February presbytery meeting, focusing on Resources
and Stewardship; Outreach and Evangelism;
Mission; Changing Church in a Changing World;
and Membership. The results from both the
February and April conversations can be found on
the Presbytery website, and reader contributions are

welcome.
Presbytery Commissioners enjoyed a delicious
Middle Eastern dinner. Thank you to the First
Presbyterian Church of Allentown for being such
gracious hosts.

Tribute to Unsung Heroes
Barbara Quigg, a Ruling Elder at the First
Presbyterian Church of Hokendauqua, was honored
by Lehigh County Aging and Adult Services Department, at their fourteenth annual Tribute to Unsung
Heroes. She was selected after having been nominated
by the Westminster Village Auxiliary, of which she
has been a member since 1988. Barbara works at that
facility as a volunteer at least once a week, heading

the Westminster Village Fundraising Committee,
visiting disabled residents and staffing the Village Gift
Shop.
Barbara worked as a secretary for Lehigh Presbytery
for eleven and a half years before her retirement. She
has been active in the leadership of Presbyterian
Women in Lehigh Presbytery for several decades.
Barb Quigg

Ordination of Susan Bennetch
Sunday, May 19, 2013 was a day of double celebration
for the people of First Presbyterian Church of
Bethlehem, First Presbyterian Church of Easton, and
the family and friends of Susan Bennetch. Not only
was it Pentecost Sunday, but it was also the day for
the afternoon celebration of the ordination of Susan
Bennetch as a Teaching Elder. Members of Sue’s
home church (First, Bethlehem) joined the members
of her internship church (First, Easton, where Sue
had also served as Church Administrator) and many
of Sue’s family and friends for a festive worship
service at the First Presbyterian Church of Easton.
The day was made even more special by the return of
two former First, Bethlehem pastors to participate in
the service: the Rev. Roberta Kearney (now Interim
Pastor of the Pilgrim Presbyterian Church in Phillipsburg, NJ) who preached the sermon, and the Rev.
Ruth Faith Santana-Grace (Executive Presbyter, San
Gabriel Presbytery, Azusa, CA) who gave the charge
to the pastor. Other worship leaders were the Rev.

Dr. Harry Freebairn (Committee on Ministry and
Parish Associate at First, Easton), Elder Janet Ney
(First, Allentown and Moderator, Lehigh Presbytery),
the Rev. Lois E. Randolph (First, Lehighton), Elder
and Ministerial Candidate Joan Spangler (First, Bethlehem), Rev. Dr. Steve Simmons (one of Sue’s professors at Moravian Seminary and Parish Associate at
First, Easton), Rev. Cynthia Simmons (First, Easton),
Rev. Dr. Steve Shussett (Teaching Presbyter, Lehigh
Presbytery), and Elder Pat Stanek (First, Easton).
The Chancel Choir of First Presbyterian Church in
Easton, under the direction of Elizabeth Campbell
and accompanied at the piano by the church’s
Organist Gloria Snyder sang a beautiful arrangement
of the hymn “Here I Am Lord,” and Sue’s family
along with volunteers from First, Easton, hosted a
celebratory supper in First, Easton’s Legacy Hall
following worship. It was an afternoon full of love
and joy. Sue is serving as hospice chaplain for the
Grandview Hospital in Sellersville, PA.

Want to help rebuild the Jersey Shore?
The Helping Hands Care Team of Lehigh Presbytery invites you to
consider joining them on a one-day work trip to Manasquan, New
Jersey to help with rebuilding efforts after the devastation caused by
Hurricane Sandy on the Jersey shore. You can choose the Saturday
you wish or go on both.
The team of volunteers will by travelling to Manasquan via carpool
on:
Saturday, July 13, 2013 (registration deadline July 6th), or
Saturday, August 10, 2013 (registration deadline Aug. 3rd)
To sign up, please contact Sandy Jenkins of the Helping Hands Care
Team at 610-298-2106, csc72ban@ptd.net. There is no registration

form or cost for this trip. But you MUST contact Sandy Jenkins
by the deadline dates listed.
Lunch will be provided by the First Presbyterian Church of
Manasquan, New Jersey.
All participants will meet at 6:45 a.m. on the day of the trip in the
parking lot of the First Presbyterian Church of Bethlehem (located at
2344 Center Street, Bethlehem, PA 18017). You will return back to
the parking lot in Bethlehem in the early evening (around dinner time).
If you should have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact
Sandy Jenkins at 610-298-2106, csc72ban@ptd.net, or Robin at the
Presbytery office at 610-391-9020, office@lehighpresbyery.org
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Rev. Shelton Waters Remembered
On Tuesday, April 2, 2013, Hazel Black and the
Rev. Laddie Benton attended a Service of Witness
to the Resurrection for the Rev. Shelton Bishop
Waters (December 29, 1918—March 26, 2013) in
Jenkintown, PA. Rev. Waters had served for
several years as the Stated Supply Pastor for the
Washington Presbyterian Church in Reading, PA.
Shelton B. Waters was born in Pittsburgh, PA to
William and Margaret Waters on December 29,
1918. He married Rachel Tate in 1944. She
preceded him in death.
Rev. Water’s active ministry extended from 1945
through 1994. During this time he served as Pastor
to the First African Presbyterian Church of
Philadelphia, N.E. Presbyterian Church of
Washington, D.C., Interim Pastor of T.M. Thomas

Presbyterian Church of Chester, PA, and Washington Presbyterian Church of Reading, PA.
His service to the Presbyterian Community
included Moderator of the Philadelphia Presbytery
in 1966 and Moderator of the Synod of the Trinity
in 1967. He served as a Board Member of Foreign
Missions, General Assembly Council, and Trustee
of the Presbyterian Church (USA) Foundation.
Shelton received Honorary D.D. degrees from
Knoxville and Maryville Colleges. He is Pastor
Emeritus of the First African Presbyterian Church
of Philadelphia and N.E. Presbyterian Church of
Washington, D.C.
He leaves to celebrate his memory a brother, sisterin-laws, nieces, nephews and a lot of friends.

Lehigh Presbytery Mission
MISSION GRANT TO CHURCH OF THE MOUNTAIN,
DELAWARE WATER GAP, PA

Bonnie Childs & Marty Wilson with
boxes of medicine for Cuba.

Juan G. Hall Presbyterian in
Cardenas, Cuba

Marcos (exchange volunteer) and
Elda (church secretary) in Cuba with
donated medicines.

The Congregation of the Presbyterian Church of
the Mountain gives thanks for the mission grant
from Lehigh Presbytery that enabled them to continue their ministry of medicines and covenant care
and prayer with their Cuban amigos. They have a
partner relationship with the congregation of the
Juan G. Hall Church in Cardenas, Cuba. Since
1998, their Cuban amigos have welcomed them
and treated them with Christian love and affection,
like family, and the feelings are reciprocal.
Though the people in Cardenas have far fewer
material goods, fewer opportunities for employment and economic progress than we do, they
share willingly with what they have. The Church
of the Mountain delegation was invited into their
homes for Pastorals (worship and praise services
in various home, for those unable to travel to the
church or just wanting the joy of a small worship
environment), for family celebrations, sharing
musical events, sharing their food (which is
rationed to them very strictly), and spending time
sharing the love of Christ and the many blessings
from God through conversation, Bible studies and
informal gatherings.
The delegation had the opportunity to meet the
new Pastor of the Juan G. Hall Church. Pastor
Alison and his wife Sarahi and their young daughter Ana Paula are bringing new vitality to the
church and are excited to continue the partnership
relationship and deepen the commitments with the

Church of the Mountain. This March a meeting
was held where Pastor Alison and his wife Sarahi
told of new and exciting events occurring at the
church, such as: music lessons, yoga classes and
the wonderful new water system through Living
Waters that brings fresh drinkable water to the
church and community. The delegation from the
Church of the Mountain presented information
about their church, discussing size and surrounding
communities and their many missions. They were
amazed that a church of this size would be
involved in so many outreach activities and said it
will inspire them to expand their programs.
Since medicines are so difficult to attain and
costly in time and money (even over-the-counter
medications), what the Church of the Mountain
was able to bring was valuable for the health of
congregation and community in Cuba. The Juan G.
Hall Church posts a list of currently available
medications. There are several physicians in the
congregation who monitor the requests for these
medications.
The medicines are provided through MAP
International. They provide “travel packs” of
prescription drugs that are donated to MAP. The
congregation of the Presbyterian Church of the
Mountain sent a donation of $1,000 to MAP for
packing and shipping of $16,000 worth of
medications from MAP as well as hundreds of
medications donated by congregation members.
These medical supplies and the fresh drinking
water program are helping daily to improve the
health of the people of Cardenas.
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MISSION GRANT TO PRESBYTERIAN SENIOR LIVING–
WESTMINSTER VILLAGE
Dear members of Lehigh Presbytery,
Thank you very much for your $500. donation to
the Westminster Village mission. Your donation is
very much appreciated by the residents and the
Westminster Community at large.
The Mission of Presbyterian Senior Living is to
offer Christian understanding, compassion, and a
sense of belonging to promote wholeness of body,
mind and spirit.

C-CHANGE GRANT TO STEVE SHUSSETT FOR THE
CAVE
Over fifteen years ago, I attended a contemplative
prayer meeting of some 600 persons. Contemplative prayer” refers to ways in which one “rests in
God” (a 4th century Christian definition), a being
with rather having to do things. Six hundred people
in prayer — and you could have heard a pin drop.
Seeds were planted in me, to see the many who feel
drawn to this kind of silence in community, to
wonder if we Presbyterians could, from “the innermost recesses of our hearts and from that place,
not from the throat and tongue, call God” (John
Calvin).
Thanks to the inspiration of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.)’s 1001 New Worshiping Communities,
and especially Lehigh Presbytery and its C Change,
these seeds planted so long ago could take root. I
had the opportunity to share this idea with others
and to really hear my vision, and to have others
hold me accountable in doing my part in bringing it
to life.
What is the Cave? My hope is that it will become a
worshipping community built around silent prayer
and our Reformed tradition, a place where people
come together to rest with God in service to one

Last year our benevolent care at Westminster
Village Allentown totaled almost 4 million dollars
and with healthcare costs rising as well as living
costs for our residents, our mission keeps increasing too.
Thank you for caring and sharing with Westminster Village and being one of our partners in ministry. God bless and keep you ..
With appreciation,
Susan J. Kern
Area Director of Mission Support

Westminster Village
Allentown, PA

another and the world. Our worship will have
the elements of worship we are used to as
Presbyterians, but focus on speaking less and
listening more, on resting with the One who loves
us and who calls us to love in return.
I also intend to introduce more open and generous
ways of having people pray with and for each
other, and the world, witnessing to Christ and his
prayer that God’s will be done. Could we pray for
difficult or controversial matters on our heart with
fear? Can we pray with someone even if we don’t
agree with them? How would a visible presence of
prayer change us and our communities?
Caves are dark and quiet, but full of life. There is
birth, life, and new life in promised resurrection.
We are protected there, from fire, storm, and wind.
But there is also risk in a context of trust, to admit
our fears and anxieties. A place of laying to rest
unhealthy ideas about God, ourselves, and others.
And caves connect: we don’t know the end, but we
do know we are not alone. We look through a glass
darkly, but we know Who is our Light.
The Cave meets at 7PM on Thursdays at Faith
Presbyterian Church in Emmaus, 2nd and
Cherokee. Come and rest awhile.
Steve Shussett

Lehigh Presbytery’s C Change (www.lehighpresbytery.org/resources/c‐change) and the
PCUSA’s 1001 New Worshiping Communities (www.onethousandone.org), encourage
new and creative ways of sharing the Gospel with the world around us. Contact us if
you feel led to engage in ministry with those drawn to a new or first‐time connection
with Jesus Christ.
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Boundary Training
Thanks to our partners in the Penn Northeast Conference of the
United Church of Christ, there are three opportunities to attend
boundary training in 2013. They are:

her presentation to include questions of social media and safe church
policies. She was well-received by Penn Northeast when she led their
Healthy Boundary presentation four years ago.

October 21, 2013 – 8:30AM-4PM
Faith UCC, 21 Faith Dr, Hazleton, PA 18202

Interested attendees can register by emailing (barbaraj@pnec.org) or
calling (610-826-3113) Barbara Jennings at the Penn Northeast
Conference Office.

October 23, 2013 – 8:30AM-4PM
St. John’s UCC, 183 S Broad St Nazareth, PA 18064
October 24, 2013 – 8:30AM-4PM
Faith UCC, 5992 Pennsylvania 378 Center Valley, PA 18034
Cost is: $20.00 per person (includes lunch and fees to help pay for
the facilitator)
The facilitator is Sheryl Fancher, co-director at Presbyterian
Samaritan Center in Charlotte, North Carolina. She has expanded

A REMINDER:
According to the sexual misconduct policy passed by Lehigh Presbytery
in 2011, ALL Teaching Elders and Commissioned Ruling Elders are
required to complete a healthy boundary training that is:
 at least six hours in duration and
 conducted in person (not electronic),
 and this must happen within four years of the policy’s approval,
that is, by 2015.
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Pastoral Study Grants
The Louisville Institute offers pastoral leaders the gift of
time and the resources to investigate issues related to
Christian life, faith, and ministry. Through its Pastoral
Study Project program (PSP), the Institute enables pastoral
leaders to bracket daily work routines in order to pursue a
pressing and significant question for the life of faith.
Grants of up to $15,000 support independent or
collaborative study projects – projects that privilege
pastoral perspectives and rhythms and honor grassroots
research conducted by skilled clergy. PSP grantees may use

a variety of platforms to share what they learn with a
wider audience, extending their leadership in ways that can
benefit the broader church and culture in North America.
For more information and to download an application,
please visit:
http://www.louisville-institute.org/Grants/programs/
pspdetail.aspx
The application deadline is September 1, 2013.

Annie Funk: A Life That Made A Difference
Come and enjoy this forty-five minute inspirational chalk
presentation. Using special chalks, lighting and music,
Pastor Bob Gerhart of Bally, PA will draw as the audience
watches, a portrayal of the life of Annie Funk; from her
Pennsylvania homestead, to her missionary activity in
India, and concluding with her journey on the ill-fated
Titanic in 1912.
Bob Gerhart was raised in the Bally, PA area and his
interest in Annie’s life began when, as a boy, he learned
of her from persons who had actually known her. Then

discovering memorabilia from her life and work led to
further research and the events that led up to that tragic
night on the Titanic.
Join us for this unique presentation being held at:
The Presbyterian Church of Catasauqua
210 Pine Street, Catasauqua, PA
On Sunday, July 21, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.
If you need additional information, please contact the
church office at 610-264-2595.

www.pcusa.org/missionyearbook
2014 MISSION YEARBOOK—ORDER FORM
Name: ____________________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________
Email: _______________________________________________
Quantity: ___________ @ $14.50 each

Church: _________________________________________

TOTAL: $_________________ (make checks payable to Lehigh Presbytery)

Send order form and payment to: Lehigh Presbytery, 710 N. Cedar Crest Blvd., Allentown, PA 18104
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PAID
LEHIGH VALLEY, PA
Permit No. 178

Presbyterian Senior Living
Presbyterian Home of Central Pennsylvania originated in
1927 when Mrs. Ellen Parker donated her farmhouse near
Newville, PA. One year later, The Parker Home opened as
its first facility, providing care for 10 older women from
Central Pennsylvania — the very first residents.
Today Presbyterian Senior Living is dedicated to providing
high-quality, affordable healthcare, housing, and retirement
services to seniors in 29 locations in the mid-Atlantic
region of Pennsylvania, Maryland, Ohio, and Delaware.
Throughout its system of care, Presbyterian Senior Living
collectively provides independent living in apartments,
villas, patio homes, and cottages; assisted living and
personal care; short-term and long-term skilled nursing
care; specialized Alzheimer’s and dementia care; sub acute
care; respite care; comprehensive rehabilitation therapy;
adult day services; and the “everyday LIFE” program. All
services of Presbyterian Senior Living are available to
individuals regardless of race, color, religion, creed,
disability, ancestry, national origin, age or sex, in
compliance with all local, stated and federal laws.

Today more than 2,800 administrators, physicians,
registered nurses, licensed nurse practitioners, nurse aides,
physical, occupational and speech therapists, dieticians,
and other staff provide care to more than 6,000 residents
and clients throughout Presbyterian Senior Living and
its affiliate organizations. Presbyterian Senior Living
volunteers have donated more than 138,000 hours of
their time in 2012.
Here no resident has ever been asked to leave this network
of care because they outlived their resources. In 2012, the
caring support of our contributors enabled Presbyterian
Senior Living to provide more than $25 million in
benevolent support.
Contributions to help support this need can be made
through your local church or Lehigh Presbytery. Please
mark your checks for “Westminster Village” or
“Presbyterian Senior Living”. If you wish to volunteer to
at Westminster Village, please contact them directly at
610-782-8200.

