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Every Step I Take
To all the Saints,

with God, and be attentive to how God sits with it?

Grace to you all, and peace!

At the same time, proud city boy that I am, being in the natural
world has been a revelation to me. I’ve written before of my
walks in the woods, and I look forward to continuing and
expanding on these, with greater opportunity for reflection than
I’ve had. Rather than “walk/pray, shower, rush to work,” now it
can be “walk/pray…and what does this mean?”

“I thank my God every time I think of you…” So
begins Paul’s letter to the Philippians, and so begins my last
note to you for a few months. Thanks to your generosity (since
the Presbytery had to approve it), I will start a three-month
sabbatical on October 1, returning to the office after the new
year. There have been days when I couldn’t wait for this time
of rest and renewal to start, and other days when there has been
such excitement and energy that I just want to stay and be
involved in this thing God is doing.
I’ve never had a sabbatical before, and I am grateful for the
opportunity and the privilege. I wish that all of our pastors might
be able to have such a time apart. Frankly, it would be good for
everyone to step off of their own treadmills every once in a
while. For those wondering what one does on a sabbatical, I
have some plans now, well aware of the proverb, “We plan
and God laughs.”
Having been a spiritual director for several years, and in
direction even longer, I’ve been both witness to, and beneficiary
of, what God can do through a gentle pace, silence, and trust. In
this time away, I would like to consider how God might work
through these ways of being in larger groups of people. How
can a congregation, a presbytery, even a General Assembly sit

My theology of prayer has long been that if we allow our hearts
to be open to God, God, who knows every word before it passes
our lips, can see all whom we do pray for, all who we would
pray for. Those known and unknown to us. Those we try to pray
for and those we’ve forgotten in mind if not heart. People and
places that have touched us and left a mark. Our minds can’t
contain all of that, to pray for everyone would require that we
stop and pray every minute of every day. But by grace, God
peers into our openness, and sees all there is to see, spoken and
unspoken. By grace, we do “pray without ceasing.”
“I thank my God every time I think of you…” As true as it has
been, it will be all the more so now in this time of rest and
reflection. When God looks into me, God will see all of you.
God is all in all,
Steve Shussett
Teaching Presbyter & Stated Clerk

Lehigh Presbytery’s Specialized Validated Ministers
The following teaching elders may not frequently be visible
at Lehigh Presbytery meetings and other gatherings due to the
requirements of their ministries. Even so, they are ambassadors
for Christ active in a variety of ministries, in the area and around
the world. Several times a year we will share information about
their activities, and throughout the year we ask that you
remember them in your prayers.
REV. ANNE HUEY— serves as full-time
Spiritual Services Manager for St. Luke’s
Hospice in Bethlehem, PA. This position
involves both direct spiritual and bereavement
care to patients and family members, and the
supervision and development of the spiritual
care staff and programs for the whole Hospice
program serving Lehigh, Northampton, Carbon and parts of
Bucks, Montgomery, Schuylkill and Monroe counties.

REV. DIANNE KAREHA— serves as Chaplain at
Luther Crest in Allentown, PA. She continues to
preach the Word and administer the sacrament of
Holy Communion in her position as Chaplain,
extending God’s call to be agents of God’s healing and grace in the Luther Crest community
and beyond. She also preaches and leads worship in supply
situations throughout the Presbytery.
REV. JENNIFER NICHOLS—serves as Chaplain
at Moravian Academy in Bethlehem, PA. Her
ministry at Moravian Academy is with the youth
at the academy as they learn to recognize and use
their gifts, to live as loving and just people, to
care for others and the world around them, and to
act responsibly and ethically.
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Presbytery Highlights
The September 24, 2013 Stated Meeting of
Lehigh Presbytery was graciously hosted by the
First Presbyterian Church of Hazleton, drawing
commissioners from throughout the Presbytery.
Many in attendance had never been to the
church before, and were amazed at the size
of the sanctuary, once home to the largest
congregation in Lehigh. Commissioners were
welcomed by Ruling Elders Jim Hoegg (former
Presbytery moderator) and Jane Dougherty, and
learned of the burgeoning Latino ministry,
including a growing English as a Second
Language program, funded in part by funds
from the Presbytery and General Assembly,
and they are hosting a Spanish speaking
congregation, Iglesia de Cristo Misionera, who
later provided wonderful, energetic music
during the worship service. The Presbytery was
also blessed to include among its numbers
István Ferenc, Zsolt Fazakas, & Krisztina
Fölöp, from College Hill Presbyterian Church’s
partner church in Romania.
Teaching Elder Steve Shussett, Teaching
Presbyter and Stated Clerk, thanked the
Presbytery for the gift of his upcoming
sabbatical, and assured the assembled of his
continued prayers while he is away. He also
noted the ways in which the Presbytery and
Synod of the Trinity will be caring for the
Presbytery in his absence.
Teaching Elder RC Smith, Chair of the
Presbytery Lead Team, facilitated this
meeting’s Presbytery Engagement, this time
focusing on the Presbytery itself. Those
assembled gathered in a variety of groupings
to answer four questions: What is a presbytery?
What are some of the essential functions or
tasks of a presbytery? What is the purpose of a
presbytery? What additional work could the
presbytery do? The responses were collected
and will be made available for the November
presbytery meeting.
The Olivet United Presbyterian Church “Food
Ministry” was recognized as the latest recipient
of a $5,000 C Change grant. This ministry will
serve the hungry in the area of Easton around
Olivet, in cooperation with other organizations.
The grant provided means to purchase
necessary kitchen equipment around which the

Sanctuary at the First Presbyterian Church of
Hazleton.

Ruling Elder Jim Hoegg welcoming
Presbytery commissioners.

Iglesia de Cristo Misionera provided
beautiful music during worship.

István Ferenc, Krisztina Fölöp,
and Zsolt Fazakas

Ruling Elder Barbara Finch and the Rev.
Tillie Chase talk about the Food Ministry at
Olivet United Presbyterian Church.
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anticipated community will gather. Ruling
Elder Barbara Finch and Teaching Elder
Tillie Chase presented the church’s plans
to the Presbytery, and were later commissioned by Moderator Janet Ney during the
worship service.
Ruling Elder Sally Heimbach, speaking
on behalf of the Committee on Shared
Gifts, informed the Presbytery that
because of General Assembly deadlines
on electing commissioners for the Detroit
Assembly on June 14-21, 2014, the
Presbytery deadline for submitting (self-)
nominations is now November 8, 2013.
The application forms can be found on the
website, and Elder Heimbach, a former
GA commissioner, is available to speak
with those interested in attending.
The day’s worship was centered around
the upcoming observance of World
Communion Sunday. Many thanks to
Teaching Elder Cindy Simmons (First,
Easton) who planned the service, and
preached and sang the sermon. Teaching
Elders Sue Bennetch and Cindy Simmons
presided at the Table. In addition to the
music by Iglesia de Cristo Misionera,
Hazleton’s organist, Dr. Joseph Jumpeter
shared his gifts, both musically and in
making the bread for Communion (and for
dinner). Dinner itself was well appreciated
by the many in attendance.
Following dinner, the Presbytery addressed several matters of business.
Teaching Elder Steve Shussett, having
made the last of eight presentations prior
to the presbytery meeting, introduced an
overture “to reclaim the church’s primary
role in Christian marriage by separating
the sanctity of Christian blessing from
legal civil marriage.” After a healthy discussion, the Assembly voted, originally
voting down the overture. Once it was
clear that there was confusion on the
floor, however, a motion to reconsider
was passed. At this point the overture was
approved with amendment. Should
another presbytery concur with this
overture, it will be considered by the
General Assembly.
Teaching Elder Stephen Emick, chair of
the Committee on Ministry, followed by

presenting minimum terms of call for
2014 (Salary and Housing $43,478, Board
of Pensions $15,217 or 35% of salary).
Pulpit Supply honoraria will remain at
the current levels. The Presbytery then
considered requests by the Church of the
Mountain (Delaware Water Gap) and the
First Presbyterian Church of Lehighton
for permission to consider their current
temporary pastors for installed positions,
as is now possible in our Book of Order.
The request for permission to consider
these persons was granted.

Communion

Teaching Elder Tim Dooner, chair of the
Committee on Preparation for Ministry,
then presented Inquirer Emily Wasser,
member of the First Presbyterian Church
of Allentown, for permission to move to
candidacy. Following questions on her
motivation of call, Emily was soundly
endorsed, and blessed in prayer by Teaching Elder Lindsay Harren-Lewis (First
Presbyterian Church of Allentown).
Two first readings were provided by
Ruling Elder Dave Boltz, Vice-Moderator
of the Presbytery and Treasurer. He first
presented the latest adjustments to the
Presbytery’s Dismissal Policy. This was
followed by a report on the proposed 2014
budget, which elicited comments to be
considered before the November
Presbytery meeting. Both of these
documents can be found on the Presbytery
website, and comments on both are
welcomed at office@lehighpresbytery.org.
The final action of the day concerned the
proposal for the Presbytery to move to a
unicameral government to be known as
the Presbytery Lead Team (PLT), comprised of the current Board of Trustees
and PLT. This proposal was being voted
on after only one reading because of time
constraints imposed on the Committee on
Shared Gifts, should the proposal pass and
take effect January 1. This one reading
was done in accordance with the standing
rules, having sent the documents out one
month in advance. After amendment, the
motion was approved by the Presbytery.
The meeting concluded at 9:15 p.m. with
prayer by Teaching Elder Steve Shussett.

Moderator Janet Ney commissioned
C-Change grant recipients Barbara Finch
and Rev. Tillie Chase of the Olivet
United Presbyterian Church of Easton.

Emily Wasser was approved as a candidate
under care of Lehigh Presbytery. The Rev.
Lindsay Harren-Lewis offered prayer.
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Want to represent Lehigh Presbytery at the next General
Assembly?
The General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) meets biennially in evennumbered years. It consists of commissioners
elected by each of its 173 presbyteries. The
GA is full of activities: business sessions, committee meetings, an exhibit hall, daily worship
services, and mission tours sponsored by
the Committee on Local Arrangements.
The assembly acts on hundreds of items of
business, which it receives through the reports
and recommendations of various assembly
entities, and through overtures from synods
and presbyteries.
The 221st General Assembly (2014) will be
held in Detroit, Michigan - June 14 – 21,
2014.
If you are interested in representing Lehigh
Presbytery as a Teaching Elder Commissioner,
Ruling Elder Commissioner or Young Adult
Advisory Delegate, please fill out and return
an application to the Lehigh Presbytery,
710 N. Cedar Crest Blvd., Allentown,

PA 18104 by November 8, 2013. Applications can be found on the Presbytery website at
http://lehighpresbytery.org/news-events/221stgeneral-assembly/
Lehigh Presbytery will be sending two
Teaching Elder Commissioners, two Ruling
Elder Commissioners, and one Young Adult
Advisory Delegate (YAAD) to the General
Assembly.
The Committee on Shared Gifts will review
the applications received by November 8th
and bring the nominations to the November 26,
2013 meeting of Lehigh Presbytery for
election.
Please consider filling out the application for
yourself or passing it on to someone you feel
would be interested in representing Lehigh
Presbytery.
If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact the Presbytery office
(610-391-9020, office@lehighpresbytery.org).

Pastors Retreat: Growing Closer to God through Music
Fifteen members and friends of Lehigh
Presbytery gathered on July 29, 2013 at the
Church of the Mountain, Delaware Water Gap,
for a lovely day of music and exploring God
and ourselves. Under the leadership of the
Rev. Dianne Kareha, chaplain at Luther Crest,
those gathered benefited from her extensive
research and experience on the way music
affects our relationship with the Holy.
Participants took time to recognize and name
how different types of music affected their
bodies and spirits, and to consider the kinds of
music that feed them spiritually. This was not
merely a time of talking about a subject

however; the assembled sang, were encouraged to move their bodies, and even to
experiment with different instruments.
Lunch was provided by our famous chef, Ben
Hooper, with a summery meal of different
barbeques and salads. During our midafternoon break, folks were able to rest, listen
to music, or move their bodies by walking the
nearby Appalachian Trail. Our thanks go to the
Church of the Mountain for hosting the retreat,
to Ben for his gifts of hospitality and cooking,
and to Dianne, of course, for this wonderful
day.

The 2013-2015 Book of Order is available for order and/or download through the PC(USA) website.
Downloadable pdf: http://store.pcusa.org/OGA13010
Other languages: http://oga.pcusa.org/section/mid-council-ministries/constitutional-services/constitution/
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Rhythm of the Synod—Stated Meeting of the Synod of the Trinity
On June 10–11, 2013 the Synod met at the Penn Stater
Conference Center Hotel. As advertised, this Synod meeting
was like no other previous meeting of the Synod. Worship and
small group discussions dominated the time for the commissioners, visitors and staff. The flow of the meeting centered on
Abram’s journey (Genesis 12:1-9). As Abram’s journey went
by stages, from one point to another, so the synod meeting
went by stages from business to worship, from small group
table discussions to plenary, from a meeting setting to gathering
around a “camp fire.”
Warren Cooper served as the meeting facilitator and worship
leader. The thematic scripture was read from various translations and in various voices. Warren’s enthusiastic presence and
music enabled energetic and spirit filled worship and transition
from one stage of the journey to another.
Another factor in making this a different kind of meeting was
the presence of colleagues from the Synods of the Northeast
and the Covenant. The Synod of the Covenant was represented
by: Raafat Zaki, Transitional Executive, Raafat’s daughter
Hanan Zaki, David Bartley, Stated Clerk & Treasurer and
Russell Brandt, Moderator. The Synod of the Northeast was
represented by Harold Delhagen, Transitional Leader. These
guests were invited to open communication and relationships
with neighboring regional mission partners in anticipation of the
changing nature of synods which may be recommended to the
next meeting of the General Assembly by the Mid-Council
Commission.
The Synod Leadership Team, responding to what they heard
from meetings with presbytery leadership groups the previous
several months, recommended four priorities to guide the life
and mission of the Synod as we journey into the future to which
God is calling us.
The four priorities are:
Connection/Partnership: Action steps may include:
communication, consultation and coaching, mentoring,
networking, disaster response.
Learning Together: Action steps may include: Synod Big
Tent (celebration!), various opportunities with specific topical
emphasis, eg: building trust, justice, evangelism, stewardship,
racial ethnic, spiritual development, children and youth,
leader training.
Incarnational Ministry: Action steps may include: missional
church, mission action, 1001 worshipping communities.
Engaging a Larger Picture: Action steps may include:
challenging with new ideas, brokering best practices,
partnering with presbyteries for leadership transitions, structural review, strategic decisions and consultative services.

Participants later gathered in self-selected small groups around
each of the four priorities to consider and suggest ways each of
the priorities be brought to life as we continue our journey.
The Synod was blessed by the presence of The Rev. Neal Presa,
Moderator of the 220th General Assembly. Neal has been
very active serving as an ambassador of the PC(USA) traveling
extensively among the presbyteries and internationally strengthening our mission partnerships. Neal addressed the Synod
calling us to be an Easter people in a Good Friday world. The
Church has a message of hope which is critically needed in the
midst of all the news and experiences of hopelessness in the
world.
Actions taken by the Synod were:
A. To designate the offering to be taken during the worship for
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance relief efforts following the
Oklahoma tornados.
B. Approved the report of the Nominating Committee in
electing members to the following positions :
a. Grants and Scholarships Committee Christopher
Sanner, Ruling Elder, Washington Presbytery, Class 2013
- first term
b. Nominating Committee
i. Graham Robinson, Teaching Elder, Philadelphia
Presbytery, Class of 2013
ii. Myrtle McCall, Teaching Elder, Carlisle Presbytery,
Class of 2014
C. Affirmed the work of the Synod Leadership Team in presenting the four priorities.
D. Approved the 2014 Per Capita amount of $2.20.
E. Approved a change in the position description of the Synod
Associate Executive, Susan Wonderland, to include, Will
provide 10 hours of professional coaching to leaders within
the bounds of the Synod each month at their request.
F. Voted to extend indefinitely the service of Wayne Yost as
acting stated clerk in light of Lesley Shoup’s continued
medical leave.
Following worship, which included the Eucharistic Celebration,
the Synod gathering adjourned until the 2013 Fall Stated
Meeting which is slated for October 28-29, beginning at
1:00 pm on the 28th. Location will be the Penn Stater
Conference Center and Hotel in State College, PA.
Yours in Service to Christ and the Church,
The Rev. Dr. Wayne A. Yost
Interim Stated Clerk
wyost@syntrinity.org
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Lehigh Presbytery at the Iron Pigs
On Tuesday, July 30th, about thirty people attended our annual
“Lehigh Presbytery at the Pigs” night at Coca-Cola Park. It was
a beautiful night at the ballgame,
sunny, not too hot — and no rain!
Many of those who came received a
free drinking glass, and the ticket
included extra money to spend on
food. And after many of us experienced near-misses on balls and other
giveaways, Daniel Shussett caught a
t-shirt fired from an air gun!
The evening got off to a great, Presbytery-related, start as
Summer Harmony, a men’s chorus in the Lehigh Valley, sang

the national anthem. Two members of the group, Cliff Lucas
and George Smits, are members of Faith Presbyterian Church
in Emmaus, and each was pictured on
the Jumbotron. Later, we Lehigh
Presbyterians roared as the name of our
group scrolled across that same screen.
It is safe to say that those of us who went
to the game had a much better night than
the Pigs did (who blew a big lead in the
last two innings to lose an important
game). We look forward to seeing you
next year at the ol’ ballgame!

Lay Leadership Info Session, CROSSROADS, at Moravian Theological Seminary on Saturday, November
9, 2013 at 10 am. Learn more about non-credit courses for lay people active in local congregations or
the community.
Everyone is welcome especially those who feel that education is not possible for them. We will explore options and explain the program
format. There are no educational requirements for CROSSROADS. If you desire to improve your skills or knowledge, this intro session is
for you.
Registration is now open for winter (Preaching, Discipleship and New Testament) and spring (Spiritual Formation, Congregational Care
and Church History) courses. Connect with Dr. Jill Peters jpeters@moravian.edu .
Moravian Theological Seminary, 60 West Locust Street, Bethlehem, PA 18018, www.moravianseminary.edu/crossroads

Get ideas for youth ministry
Are you looking for a new way to engage your young people? A fresh idea for youth ministry?
Ministries with Youth is pleased to introduce Quicksheets. Quicksheets are simple, singular ideas and articles, focused on the essentials of
youth ministry, written by veteran educators, youth workers and professionals. Quicksheets are perfect for your volunteer youth leaders,
Sunday school teachers, CE committee, parents and youth.
The first 13 Quicksheets feature topics such as prayers for parents of youth, how to set up a youth ministry budget, working with adolescent
girls and boys and staying connected with college students. Because your time is limited, but ministering to young people needs frequent
infusions of energy, information and prayer, Quicksheets are perfect and free.
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/youthministry/get‐ideas‐youth‐ministry/

The next Stated Meeting
of Lehigh Presbytery
is called for
Tuesday, November 26, 2013
at 1:00 pm
College Hill Presbyterian
Church, 501 Brodhead Street,
Easton, PA 18042

2014 STATED MEETINGS OF LEHIGH PRESBYTERY
February 25, 2014

1:00 p.m. no meal First Presbyterian Church, Stroudsburg

April 29, 2014

4:00 p.m. meal

Faith Presbyterian Church, Emmaus

June 24, 2014

4:00 p.m. meal

Pennside Presbyterian Church, Reading

September 23, 2014 4:00 p.m. meal

Hope of Christ Presbyterian, Summit Hill

November 18, 2014 1:00 p.m. no meal First Presbyterian Church, Easton
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Leadership Enhancement Workshop
“What’s Changed?”

Saturday, October 26, 2013
9:00 am—1:30 pm
Lehigh Presbytery—Conference Room
710 N. Cedar Crest Blvd.
Allentown, PA 18104
Learn five modules to share with your session,
group, or organization.
You will receive a CD and DVD
as well as a script to help you share
the information.
Facilitator: Jan Marsh
Bring a box lunch, beverage will be provided.
Please RSVP to Lehigh Presbytery
610-391-9020, office@lehighpresbytery.org

Boundary Training
Open to Everyone
Thanks to our partners in the Penn Northeast Conference
of the United Church of Christ there are three opportunities
for training in October. Facilitator Sheryl Fancher.

October 21, 2013 - 8:30 am—4:00 pm
Faith UCC, 21 Faith Drive, Hazleton, PA
October 23, 2013 - 8:30 am—4:00 pm
St. John’s UCC, 183 S. Broad St, Nazareth, PA
October 24, 2013 - 8:30 am—4:00 pm
Faith UCC, 5992 PA 378, Center Valley, PA

Hungarian Dinner
Saturday October 26, 2013 from 4:30 pm—7:00 pm
First Presbyterian Church
333 Spring Garden Street, Easton, PA
Enjoy authentic Hungarian favorites:
Stuffed cabbage, goulash, chicken paprikash,
mashed potatoes, cucumbers in sour cream,
palacsinta (sweet crepes) for dessert!
Adults $15 ~ Students $8 ~ under 5 free
Reservations suggested.
Contact Shirley 610—258-4259,
shirlbimvannorman@verizon.net

Leadership for the 21st Century Church
Saturday, October 26, 2013
9:00 am—11:00 am
First Presbyterian Church
3231 Tilghman Street
Allentown, PA 18104
Lecture by Dr. Jonathan Walton, Harvard University Chaplain and Harvard Divinity School Professor. A time for questions and answers will follow the lecture.
Breakfast available at 9:00 am.

Please RSVP to Caley Oels at
caley.oels@fpcallentown.org,
610-395-3781 ext 11 by October 19th.

Cost $20.00 per person (includes lunch)
Please RSVP to Barbara Jennings at
610-826-3113 or barbaraj@pnec.org

40th Annual Lemon Tree Bazaar
Saturday, November 9, 2013 ~ 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Lunch will be served 11 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Westminster Village
803 North Wahneta Street, Allentown, PA
There will be Delicious Baked Goods,
Homemade Crafts and Gifts, Attic Treasures,
Jewelry, Collectibles, Basket Auction and MORE.

55th Annual Gymanafa Ganu
Welsh Hymn Sing
Sunday, November 10, 2013 at 2:30 p.m.
United Presbyterian Church
6750 PA Route 873, Slatington, PA 18080
Conductor Mr. Ellis Williams, Organist Mr. Robert Miller,
and Pianist Mrs. Anna Mary Milot
Special music by the “Quartet of 5”

An expanded “Te Bach” (Welsh Tea)
will follow the Program
More information please call the church at 610-767-8113 or
Anna Mary Milot at 610-767-8337
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Permit No. 178

Christmas at Camp
Friday, December 6th—Saturday, December 7th, 2013
7:00 pm Friday —7:00 pm Saturday
$60 per person ~ Grades 1-6, and Grades 7-10
Fee includes snack, breakfast, lunch, and dinner on Saturday and materials for crafts.
Register by November 29, 2013
Name ______________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ______________________________

Email: ________________________________________

Child’s Grade ________________________

Amount Enclosed: _____________________________

Mail to:
Brainerd Presbyterian Center
128 Brainerd Lane
Stroudsburg, PA 18360

Register online at: www.campbrainerd.org
for Questions or Scholarship Applications:
Call: 570-992-4127
Email: office@campbrainerd.org

